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F 
HE fame Motive, which Hin a 


engaged your Lordſhip's Pen in a 
Subject not well adapted to your 


Station and Abilities, has likewiſe prevailed 


with me to give your Performance a candid 


Examination, Not, my Lord, that I any 
ſo very a Knight-Errant in the Service of 


the Publick as to examine every Man's 


Pretenſions, who ſets up for it's Benefactor. 


Such Heroiſm may be more reaſonably ex- 
pected from a Perſon of your Lordſhip” 5 


Character and Qualifications ; ; which are 


t00 enterprizing and great to be confined. to 
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9 one Sphere of Action. It is enough 


| 
| 
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ſo none but you, my Lord, ſhould ever 


[2] 
for me, if I can make myſelf uſeful in my 
own Profeſſion ; to which I have dedicated 
all the Time a good Citizen owes the Pub- 
lick Service. But your Lordſhip's Genius is 
_ too ſublime to ſtoop to uſeful and common 
Verities ; it was always too comprehenſive 
to be ſatisfied with ſuch inadequate Objects; 
it ever delighted in the Wonderful and Stu- 
pendous. Thus in your younger Days, my 
Lord, you made the ſurprizing Diſcovery 
of the Unreality of Matter ; and now in 
your riper Age you have undericken to 
prove the Reality of an univerſal Remeqy, 
As none but your Lordſhip's Penetration 
could ever have made the former Diſcovery, 


have preſumed. to teach the latter. An At- 
tempt to talk Men out of their Reaſon did 


of Right belong to that Author who had 
ficſt tried . d them out of their 
Senſes. 


My Tide Mon hes alowdy'infmmt: your 

Lordſhip of the Reaſon of this Addreſs, and 

that I make no Scruple of owning my Pro- 

feſſion; for I cannot ſuſpect that you will 

reckon my being a Phyſician an Objection 

jo en. of Phyſick, any n 
I thi 


3 


51. 


1 — Exception to your celebrated 
Vindication. of Religion, If I know myſelf, 
| have no more Attachment to any By-Ends 
the Faculty may poſſibly be accuſed of, than 
you, my Lord, can be fuppoſed to have to 
thoſe of the Clergy. I am little ſelfiſh 
in this reſpect, that I think of my own Pro- 
lers, that it would be far better we ſhould 


become Penfionzrs of the Publick, and our 


Trade aboliſded, if we can be proved to be 
either detrimental or even aſcleſs to it. As 


for me, my Lord, I ſhould be very little 


iffected by ſo ſtrange a Revolution; and 
to ſuch as were more ſo, I hope the Church 
a ER e 


* 
"The Reafon why I call this Addreſs 4 


Defence of Phyſick, my Lord, is very evi- 
dent. Your Lordſhip's Poſition that Tar- 


Water is good for every Thing is plainly 
levelled againſt it. Your Infidelity in our 
Art is too apparent, and is, I ſuſpect, owing 

to the fame inſufficient Reaſon which leads leads 


w. to many of it's Profeſſors. If 


B 2 this 


moſt Infidels into a Diſbelief of Religion, 
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[32] 


this unworthy Reaſon has had any Influences 


with your Lordſhip, and you'mean to maks 
Repriſals on a Profeflion, -whoſe Merit; it 
muſt be owned, was never. before eſtimated 
by it's Faith, your Lordſhip has indeed 
quitted the Score with us as you formerly 
did with the Mathematicians for the like 
Reaſon. I will not undertake in this Place 
to write a formal Confutation of your Lord. 
ſhip's Opinion of Phyſick, it being beſide my 
preſent Purpoſe: It is enough for me at 
preſent if J ſhewy that you know very little 
of the Art you have undertaken to diſprove. 
But before I begin to examine your Lord- 
ſhip's curious Performance, give me leave to 
make a few Remarks concerning your 88 
feſſed Deſign in writing it. 

And firſt, my Lord, I would obſerve that 
you ſeem to think a Scriptural Motto the 
beſt calculated to diſguiſe the Impropriety 


of a Biſhop's meddling with a Subject, that 


does not belong to his ſacred Function. But 


does your Lordſhip really think the Apoſtle 


meant by exhorting us to do good unto all 
Men, to perſuade us to leave the ſeveral Ways 
we are educated in, and in which we muſt 


conſequently be moſt capable of doing good 
ts „ for 
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[5] 
for the ſake of doing % good, not to fa 
e, in ſuch as we can be but imper- 
acquainted with? Can you believe, 
my +77 St. Paul could ever defign to 
countenance ſuccgeding Biſhops in their 
ſnameful Deſertion of the arduous Taſk; 


to which they pretend to be called by the 


immediate Influence of the Holy Spirit on 
the ridiculous fanatical Pretence of dbing 
gad unto all Men? What every poſible 


Gud, my Lord? Then ſhould your Lord- 


ſhip take up every other Buſineſs as well 


8 ours. And unto all Men abſolutely, my 


Lord ? Then muſt your Lordſhip viſit every 
ether inhabited Part of the Globe as well as 
the Iſlands of Bermudas. But I will ven- 
ture to promiſe for your Lordſhip, that you 
know better than to aſcribe ſuch abſurd 
Dodrine to the firſt Propagators of our holy 
Religion, Your Lordſhip very well knows 


the Apoſtle fays, © As we have Opportu- 
* nity.” Not a Word, my Lord, of ſeeking 


Opportunities no way belonging to, or con- 
liſtent with, that peculiar way of doing good, 
to which every good Member of Society 
engages chiefly to dedicate his Time. and 
A Inſtead of milapplying ſo good a 
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[65] 
the ſame Apoſtle's Advice to a Perfon'in 
your own high Office. Refuſe, ſays he, to 
Timothy, profane and old Wines Fables, 2 
exerciſe thyſelf rather unto Godlingſ :. 
Admonition as ſeaſonable now as when = 
Apoſtle gave it, fince theſe ſeem to be work 
than the latter Times, wherein he tells wy 
in this {ame Chapter, . hall "—_ 


* from the Faith.“ 


_ But your Landihip perhaps will tell 4 
your practiſing Phyſick is very compatible 
with the Exerciſe of your ſacred Function. 
It muſt be owned indeed that you have 
contracted the Labour of the Practice, by 
reducing the whole Materia Medica to 3 
ſingle Medicine. But your Lordſhip affects 
to make us believe by your Reaſoning, that 
you have taken much Pains to enquire 
into the Art; and if fo, as much Labour 
as you have beſtowed on our Buſineſs, of 
ſo much I fear you have defrauded a better, 
For great as my Opinion is of your Lord- 
ſhip's Parts, I am far from believing they 
have yet effected the great Work of preach« 


* St. Paul's firſt Epiſt. to Timothy, C. iv. 7.7. | 
ing 


171 


pg the Goſpel in Lad It win be Tims | 


for me to retract this Opinion when 
jour Lordſhip ſhall be pleaſed to tell us, that 


hall and Popery no longer ſhew their 


fightful Faces in your Lordſhip's Dioceſe: 
that the Diſorders of the Minds of the Peo- 


ple committed to your Care have been as 


ſucceſsfully applied to as the Diſeaſes of their 


Bodies; and that the Influence of your Lord- 
ſhip's preaching has produced as great Won: 
ders as Tar-Water. © 

What a ridiculous Fellow would your 
Lordſhip. think me, if after the Applica- 
ton of a few Months, or even a few Years 
to the Study of Divinity, I ſhould ſet up a 
Principle that in it's Conſequences overturn- 
ed your whole Order? Would you think it 
probable, or even poſſible for me, if I had 
acquitted myfelf well in my own Profeſſion, 
to be fo far {killed in yours likewiſe, as to 


have conſidered every important Text of 


deripture relating to this Point, to have com- 


pared them all with each other, to have 


read over all the beſt Commentators on 


them, as well as all the Writers,. both doc- 
trinal and hiſtorical on this Subject from the 


n Ages of the Church to this T * 
ö Would 
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[8] 
Would your Lordſhip, I fay; not 
the greateſt Arrogance and Vanity i in me — 
pretend to all this? Or the greateſt Foll y and 
Impertinence in the World to e- 
on ſuch a Queſtion without — to 
it? And yet I fear your Lordſhip's Attempt 
to prove that one ſingle Medicine ſuperſedes 
the Uſe of all others, or, ' which is the fame 
thing in effect, that Tar-Mater makes Phy- 
ſicians unneceſſary, implies ſomething either 
as little credible, or as little advantageous 
to your Lordſhip's Character; for it cer- 
tainly imports one of theſe two things, ei- 
ther that you have had ſufficient Experience 
of this wonderful Truth, and at the ſame 
Time not been wanting to the Cultivation 
of more momentous ones, or that your 
| Lordſhip has undertaken to propagate it 
without Evidence. Had your Lordſhip only 
told us you knew by Experience Tar-Water 
was a good Medicine in ſome Caſes, I, for 
my Part, ſhould readily have believed you. 
There is nothing irrational in the Nature 
of ſuch an Opinion, and though I had not 


been a Phyſician, I ſhould readily have ſub- 
{cribed to your Lordſhip's Teſtimony for 
the fake of it's Credibility, * to expect, 

of 


194 
my Lord, we ſhould believe Tar-Water to 
be an univerſal Remedy without giving us 
a circumſtantial Account of the Caſes where- 
in it was adminiſtred (which is the only rea- 
ſonable Way of eſtabliſhing the Credit of 
any Medicine :) to tell us, my Lord, as mad 
2 Story as the maddeſt Chymiſt, even Pa- 
racelſus himſelf in his higheſt Ravings ever 
preſumed to fay in Favour of a Panacea, 
and to imagine we ſhould ſwallow all this 
Stuff on the mere obſolete Authority of Ver- 
bum Sacerdotts, argues indeed, my Lord, 
ſuch a monſtrous Degree of Credulity as can 
be exceeded by nothing but our believing 
your Lordſhip. 
heartily wiſh, my Lord, it was poſſible 
to have an univerſal Remedy: But I can ne- 
ver admit that a Fact which contradicts the 
cleareſt Dictates of human Reaſon, can ever 
be brought about by any natural Means what- 
ſoever, though it have ever ſo credible a 
Voucher, or it's Poſſibility be contended for 
by the moſt plauſible Sophiſtry in the 
World. | 
| And here, my Lord, I ſhould leave this 
Addreſs to your Lordſhip! s Conſcience, and 
proceed to examine your medical Know- 
C * 
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ledge if I was not more than uſually ſoli- 
citous to have you believe that nothing but 


my Opinion of your having wrote a very 
hurtful Book could have prevailed with me 


to give your Lordſhip this Trouble. The 


ſame Conſideration has determined me tg 
give it a ſerious Anſwer : for were I diſpoſed 
only to laugh on ſuch intereſting Occaſions, 
or did I, with ſome of the Wits of this 
Age, think R:d:cule any Teſt of Truth, 1 


think verily I never met with a more invit- 


ing Book to make merry with than your 
Lordſhip's : Suppoſe for inſtance, my Lord, 
I had a Mind to make a Parody of your 
whole Performance under the following Ti- 
tle: A Chain of Philoſophical Reflections and 
Enquiries concerning the Virtues of Maid's 
Water. In this merry Vein, my Lord, I 


ſhould have nothing to do but to aſſure the 


Reader of my own Experience of it's Uſe- 


fulneſs in ſome Diſtempers (which I defire 
your Lordſhip to believe I could do with a 


ſafe Conſcience) and to invent many plauli 
ble Reaſons of the ſame Kind with your 


Lordſhip's (which I alſo beg leave to lay] 


think it no hard Matter to do) to prove it 


muſt be equally good in all others; and the 
Buſineſs 


is 11 1 
Buſineſs would be done, But as I never 
-ould think it ſafe to truſt the Defence ei- 
ther of the Body or Soul to fuch inſignifi- 
cant Weapons, I muſt beg your Lordſhip's 
Patience whilſt I employ ſome better againſt 
4 Book, which, I ſolemnly declare, I think 
threatens much Miſchief to the > Wb 
; It is now Time to examine your Lord- 
ſhip's Philoſophical Chain; I mean thoſe 
Links of it which concern Phyfick. For as 
to the Metaphyſical Part of it, my Lord: 
That, however falſe it may be, yet as it 
does not fo feelingly affect Society; and 
lyes out of the way of my Profeſſion, I ſhall 
leave to others to conſider how far it is re- 
concileable to Religion either natural or re- 
vealed. 

Philoſophical Reaſonings were long ago; 
my Lord, introduced into the medical Art 
by oſtentatious Men, who were fonder of 
ſhewing their Parts, than promoting the real 
Good of their Profeſſion. But they are now, 
my Lord, juſtly deemed vain Babblings. 
They have at laſt ſhared the ſame Fate 
with the vain Pa geantry of the Peripatetick 
Philoſophy, and given way to ſober Experi- 
ment; which now enjoys that Dominion 
C 2 with 


[ 12] 
with us, which the great Bacon defi 
for it in the wide Empire of Natural Phi. 
lofophy. I cannot therefore help pitying you 
Lordſhip's ill timed Project, who has juſt 
begun to play the Charlatan in Phyſik 
at a Time when all ſuch Tricks are out of 
Faſhion, For that there are Faſhions in 
my Profeſſion I am as ready to grant your 
Lordſhip, as you muſt be to allow me, my 
Lord, that there are ſuch in yours; though 
perhaps your Lordſhip may not know what 

| are the prevailing ones in your preſent Phi- 
© _ Doſophical Retirement. But to be ſerious 
with you, my' Lord, as I really mean to 
be, I muſt own your Lordſhip ſets out 
in ſuch manner as if you really thought 
the Virtues of Tar-Water were to ſtand 
or fall by fair Experiment ; but after hay- 
ing told us of a Variety of Caſes, and pru- 
dently declined giving us a particular De- 
tail of them, conſcious, as it were, of the 
defect of ſuch Evidence, your Lordſhip 
drags in your philoſophical Chain to eke out 
your ſcanty Enquiry. But let us attend to 
your Lordſhip's Experiments, You begin, 
my Lord, with telling us * that ſeveral 
& were preſerved from taking the Small Pox 
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« by the uſe of Tar-Water, others had it 
jn the mildeſt manner, and others, that 
they might be able to take the Infection, 
« were obliged to intermit the drinking 
« it,” Tt appears from your Lordſhip's own 
Account of this Matter, that Tar-Water is 
not an infallible Preſervative againſt the 
Small Pox ; and I wiſh there was any Proof 
in it of it's being any Preſervative at all. I 
am far, my Lord, from denying the Truth 
of any extraordinary Fact that is vouched 
by a competent Judge, but I beg leave to 
fy that even your Lordſhip's Authority is 
not ſufficient to eſtabliſh one of ſo much 
Conſequence as this, by ſuch a looſe and 
general way of reporting it. Several, your 
Lordſhip fays, were preſerved. How many 
I pray, my Lord ? for ſeveral may with as 
much Propriety ſignify five as five hundred. 
Can your Lordſhip think to introduce ſuch 
extraordinary Truths into the World by ſuch 
a careleſs exceptionable way of relating their 
Evidence ? Does not your Lordſhip well 
know that all Facts, from which ſuch im- 
portant Conſequences follow, ought to be 


fairly and nicely examined? Are there not 


many accidental Circumſtances in every Ex- 
I — periment, 


L947 
periment, which unwary Obſervers or haſty 
Concluders frequently miſtake for eſſentia} ? 
And ought not ſuch Circumitances to he 
carefully diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated from 
thoſe that are eſſential by every Experimenter? 
To convince your Lordſhip how eaſy it is 
for haſty Concluders to deceive themſelves 
in Matters of Experiment, I muſt acquaint 
your Lordſhip that two of my Patients were 
lately in ſuch deſperate Circumſtances, that 
their Friends had almoſt determined to give 
them up to your Lordſhip's Water, when 
by an accidental Turn in their Diſtempers 
they both recovered. Now had they taken 
but one Doſe of your Lordſhip's Medicine 
Juſt before theſe critical Turns, it is probable 
your Lordſhip's learned Diſciples, and paſt 
all doubt your unlearned ones would have 
given the Credit of their Cures to Tar- 
Water. Surely I need not tell your Lordſhip 
that Cures are always aſcribed to the laſt 
Medicine by the Ignorant, and too often ſo 
by the Learned, But I would beg of your 
Lordſhip to conſider what Scope ſuch a 
Principle may give to the Faith of Tar- 
Water Drinkers? Your Lordſhip cannot 


therefore but think we have a right to de- 
mand 


[ 15 ] 

mand a more explicit Account of theſe fe- 
oral Experiments from which ſuch an ex- 
traordinary Virtue is inferred, Had you told 
us, my Lord, you had taken any Number 
of People of the ſame Age, Sex, Conſtitu- 
tion and Country, of the fame way of liv- 
ing, and of the ſame Temperament, in ſhort 
in every thing as much alike as was poſſible, 
(and furely nothing leſs than ſuch an univer- 
al Likeneſs is neceſſary to a fair Experiment;) 
had your Lordſhip, I ſay, taken any com- 
petent Number of ſuch Perſons, and at the 
ſame Time and Place given Tar-Water to 
one half and not to the other; and had 
your Lordſhip, after twenty ſuch Experi- 
ments as carefully made, found that thoſe 
who drank the Water were always either 
preſerved from the Diſtemper or had it in a 
| remarkably favourable manner, and that ſuch 
as drank it not ſcarce ever eſcaped it, but 
had it like others in the ſame Circumſtances, 
I ſhould readily have allowed your Lordſhip 
to have ſome Grounds for your Concluſions. 
But till you ſhall be pleaſed to give us ſuch 
Evidence as I have ſpecified, your Lordſhip 
muſt excuſe our cool Heads if they are not 

very forward in believing. In the mean 
| Time, 
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L 16 J. 
Time, my Lord, give me leave to put 2 
Caſe to your Lordſhip's medical Capacity. 


Suppoſe, my Lord, two young ſanguine Per- 
| ſons in the fame Houſe ſhould be taken ill 


of the confluent Small Pox, and that one of 
theſe after having drank Tar-Mater for 
three Weeks, according to your Lord(hip's 
Directions, to prevent the Infection, ſhould 
recover, and the other, who had drank no 
Tar-Mater ſhould die: would your Lordſhip 
conclude from hence for the Efficacy of Tar- 
Vater in curing a Diſtemper which you muſt 
own it could not in this Inſtance prevent 
But let us put the Caſe the other way, and 
ſuppoſe that the Perſon who drank no Tar- 
Water ſhould recover, and that the other 
died on the ſeventh Day after having her 
whole Body covered over from the third 
with purple Spots, and having ſuffered 
from the fame Time a moſt violent uterine 
Hemorrhage. Suppoſe to this Account I 


ſhould add, my Lord, that this unhappy 


Perſon, who took your Lordſhip's Account 
of Tar-Water to be as true as the Goſpel, 
was ſeized with a violent Pain in her Gums, 


(which was probably the Rheumatiſm, to 
which ſhe was ſubject) after having drank 


it 
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ita Fortnight, and Tuppoſe that after having 
been blooded by a Leech upon the Part, 
there enſued ſo violent a Hemorrhage as to 
bring on fainting Fits, ſhe all this Time con- 
tinuing the Uſe of the Water. Now in 
this Caſe, my Lord, which I know to have 
happened, I am not -haſty enough to con- 
clude, that the ill Symptoms, both before 
the Diſtemper, and during it's ſhort Tragedy, 
as well as the fatal Cataſtrophe of it, were 
certainly occaſioned by the Heat of Tar- 
Water (for one or two Inſtances, my Lord, 
can prove nothing in natural Knowledge) 
but thus much even your Lordſhip cannot 
but aſſent to, that ſuch Symptoms are the 
uſual Off-ſpring- of the hot Regimen, and 
ſuch as Tar-Mater, ſuppoſing it to be bad in 
this Caſe, might be expected to produce. 
Your Lordſhip next tells us, © It ſeemed 
* probable that a Medicine of ſuch Efficacy 

in a Diſtemper attended with ſo many pu- 

* rulent Ulcers might be alſo uſeful in other 
* Foulneſſes of the Blood. Accordingly I 
* tried it on ſeveral Perſons infected with 
* Cutaneous Eruptions and Ulcers, who were 


© ſoon relieved, and ſoon after cured.” 1 
am not, my Lord, ſo much of the Empi- 
D 
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out of the Art of Healing, - Analogical Re- 


and uſcful, and will therefore examine the 


Juſtneſs of your Lordſhip's in this Inſtance, 
From the Virtue of Tar Mater in a Fever 
your Lordſhip fairly concludes for it's Effi. 
cacy where there is o Fever: Becauſe it is - 
good in a Diſeaſe here the purulent Ulcers 


are the Crifis, the Means by which the Fever 


fers it muſt be good where ſuch Ulcers are 
the Diſeaſe itſelf, and happen from the firſt 
Moment of it's Exiſtence. Very pretty Ana- 
logy indeed, my Lord ! and of greater Uſe 
to your Scheme than the Reader could well 
imagine. For it being built upon this modeſt 
Pgſtulatum, that whenever two Diſtempers 
agree in any one remarkable Symptom, they 
are ſo much the ſame as to be cured by the 
ſame Medicine, your Lordſhip at once very 
ingeniouſly and conſiſtently makes Tar-Ma- 
ter good for every thing. For no Body can 
doubt but it is an eaſy Matter to make any 
two Diſtempers the moſt different in the 
World, the ſame by ſuch a ſubtile Expedi- 


ent. Not that your Lordſhip ought to run 
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F 
way with the Honour of inventing this 
rind of Logick. Some Gentlemen both of 
jour Lordſhip's Profeſſion and mine, deems 
ing it, I imagine, not for the Honour of 
Antiquity to fuppoſe it ignorant of any thing, 
have by ſuch kind of Logick as this very 
agerly contended for it's Knowledge of the 
Great Pox. By a ſirnilar way of Reaſoning 
it may be fairly proved to have known both 
the Small and the Great, nay, what is much 
more extraordinary, they may be by the ſame - 
Logick both proved to be the ſame Diſtemper. 
Your Lordſhip muſt not pretend to anſwer 
me, by ſaying Experience proved your Ana- 
ogy in theſe Caſes of cutaneous Eruptions to 
be juſt : For your declining to tell us how 
ſoon they were relieved, and how ſoon after 
cured, leaves ſome Room to ſuſpect that 
neither the Relief nor the Cure fo ſoon fol - 
lowed the taking of the Medicine but that 
other Things might pretend to a Share of 
the Credit. But be this as it will, I ſhall 
again require a more circumſtantial Account 
of theſe Cures before I yield my Belief to 
them. In the mean Time, my Lord, who 
an help admiring the Simplicity to which 
your Lordſhip has reduced the Theory of 
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Diſeaſes; a Simplicity exceeding even that 

of the ancient Methodifts, I have juſt be- 

fore obſerved, that by reaſoning in your 

| Lordſhip manner the Great Pox and the 
F | Small may be proved to be the fame Di. 
= ſtemper : It behooves me now to take notice 
of the Conſiſtency of your Lordſhip' $ Phi- 

loſophy, which acknowledges them to be ſo 

far the ſame as to be owing to the ſame 

Cauſe, and to admit of the fame Cure. And 

your Lordſhip has eſtabliſhed the Sameneſ 
of theſe two Diſtempers on à yet broader 
Maxim than that made uſe of by the Wag 
to prove them fo, viz. Omne- majus in ſe 

© Continet minus, or than even that of the 
Sameneſ, of their Names, which your Lord- 
ſhip knows to be founded on univerſal Cu- 
ſent. No, my Lord, theſe Principles were 
too narrow for your comprehenſive Genius, 
nothing leſs would fatisfy that than a Prin- 
ciple which would prove every other cuta- 
neous Diſtemper likewiſe. to be the Great 
Pox, viz. a Foulneſs of Blood. But whatever 

becomes of your Lordſhip's Knowledge of 
this Diſeaſe, your Charity is certainly very 
conſpicuous ; which will not ſuffer the high 


Offices of your ſacred Function to divert 
| | you 


every Caſe, wherein your Lordſhip aſſerts 


you from the mean OT of curing the 
Pox Gratis. What Pity it is your Lordſhip. 
is not inveſted with the ſame ſacred Charac- 
ter in a Church where the convenient Doc- 
trine of Auricular Confeſſion ſtill flouriſhes ;; 
that your medical and clerical Abilities might 
have been exerciſed on the ſame Objects 
with equal Succeſs and Secrecy. What 3 
ſingular Advantage would the happy Union 
of ſuch different Talents have afforded the 
Sinners committed to your Lordſhip's 
Care ! that as their Souls and Bodies were 
both wounded by the ſame Act, fo. they 
might both likewiſe be healed by * 
Doctor. 


It would be endleſs, „ 


the Efficacy of Tar-Water. Neither is it 
fit for me to do ſo, who do not reaſon in the 
manner your Lordſhip ſuſpects ſome will, 
I mean ſuch as, becauſe you affirm Tar. 
Water is good for every Thing, will there- 
fore conclude it is good for nothing. I af 

ſure you, my Lord, I think. all ſuch Rea- 
ſoners as much in one Extreme as your Lord- 
ſhip is in the other. Jam fo far from being 
of their Opini „that I think Tar-Water 
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no contemptible Medicine in ſome Cate; 

and to tell your Lordſſip my Mind fi 
once for all, I think it may do ſome good 
in all Caſes whete Turpentine does any, and 
believe that it may be the beſt way of giv. 
ing Turpentine to ſome Conſtitutions ; for 
that ſome of the eſſential Salt of Tar is dif. 
ſolved in Water is what I cannot doubt both 
from the Taſte and Colour of the Water 
as well as from the Effects of it. Thee 
already ſeen it do ſuch kind of Miſchief as 
I have often found from Turpentine injudi- 
ciouſly given, and I am ſo fair, my Lord, 
as to believe it will do ſome ſuch kind of 
Good. I ventured to preſcribe it myſelf, 
my Lord, in two. deſperate Cafes, which 
had ran through the Materia Medica in vain, 
and the Event, I: affure your Lordfhip, after 
2 Month in one Caſe, and two Trials of 
Fortnight at each Time in the other, was 
only the exaſpetating both Caſes to ſuch a 
Degree as to oblige us to lay it afide, It 
would be almoſt endleſs, I fay, my Lord, 
and (as they are crudely and uhcircumſtan- 
tially related) imp likewiſe to examine 
every Cafe your Lordſhip · mentions: I ſhall 
. this fruitleſs Labour for _ 

feaſib 
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feaſible one, The two principal Points ] 
mean to conteſt with your Lordſhip are, 
whether it is reaſonable to- give Tar-Water 
in acute and in contrary Diſtempers? And as 
theſe two Points ſeem to me very nearly to 
concern Society as well as your Lordſhip's 
Conſcience, 'I ſhall diſcuſs them with that 
Care and Sobriety which is due to two ſuch 
important Conſiderations. 

Vour Lordſhip tells us © You have tried 
© Tar-WWater in a Pleurify and Peripnen- 
« mony ; and in another Place, That in 
« Pleurifies and Peripneumonies you have 
* obſerved it to be excellent, having known 
e ſome Pleuritick Perſons cured without 
« Bleeding by a Bl: Her early applied to the 
« Stitch, and the copious drinking of Tar- 
* Water four or five Quarts or even more 
* in four and twenty Hours,” 

I wonder your Lordſhip, who has under- 
taken to tell the World ſuch great Secrets, 
ſhould again make. a Secret of the Number 
of your Pleuritick Patients. We ought in- 
deed to. be acquainted how many theſe 
ſome Pleuritick were, and how much more 
than four or five Quarts of Tar-Water they 
crank. But perhaps, . theſe Plen- 
ritick 
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73tich Patients had no Pleuriſies; for 


8 


Stitch in the Side, my Lord, is not a Peu. 


riſy: And if Tar-Mater may be innocent to 
ſome Stitches, and fatal to others, and if 
your Lordſhip had not Skill enough to di- 
ſtinguiſh a Pleuriſy from another kind of 
Stitch, what would become of his Maj jeſty's 
poor Subjects your Lordſhip's Patients? Be. 
ſides, my Lord, admitting theſe ſome to have 
had Pleuriſies, is it not more probable that 


the Bliſter, a known Remedy in ſome Cir- 


cumſtances of this Diſtemper, was the Cauſe 


of the Cure, than a Medicine, which, as far 


as we can judge from the cleareſt Analogy, 


could not but be hurtful in ſuch a Cafe ?: 


But your Lordſhip is not ſatisfied with your 
firſt Account of theſe wonderful Cures, but 
is doubtful whether one Bleeding may not be 
neceſſary as well as a Blifter and Tar-Water, 
to Cure a Pleuriſy, and therefore honeſtly 
recommend ſuch a Method to further Trial. 
But before we Phyſicians comply with your 
Advice in this Particular, my Lord, give us 
leave to conſider how far Morality is con- 
cerned in the Experiment (for whatever 
Faith ſome of us may have, I hope, my 
Lord, many of us will acknowledge the 


Neceſſity 
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Neceflity of good Works.) Suppoſe then, 
my Lord, we already know a Method 5 
which has been found upon an infinite Num- 
per of Trials to cure ninety nine Perſons out 
of a hundred, of ſuch as apply early to us in 
this dangerous Diſtemper, does your Lordſhip 
think any honeſt Man can conſcientiouſly de- 
part from ſuch a Method for the Sake of 
trying what in his own Judgment muſt” be 
hurtful; at leaſt inefficacious on the Recom- 
mendation of any one Man of what Charac. 
ter or Quality ſoever? Such a Method I can 
allure your Lordſhip we how have, which, 
though in part delivered to us from the 
exlicſt Antiquity, has yet received conſide- 
nble Improvements from the Diligence and 
Sapacity of the Moderns, and is now after a 


complete Triumph over the Sophiſtry of 


diſputatious inexperienced Men brought t6 
the Degree of Certainty before ſpecified. 1 


ſhall not be aſhamed to on that repeated 


bleeding makes a principal part of this Me- 
thod, notwithſtanding your Lordſhip has 
thought fit to accuſe this Practice, though cau- 
tiouſi . mme 
indeed does not fem to be ſpoke by yourſelf, 
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by a Man devoted to the Intereſts of Truth 
and Virtue: Your Lordſhip's Aſſertion is of 


1.26“ 


the utmoſt Conſequence to the Lives of 
your Fellow Creatures, If you knew not, 
my Lord, that it was capable of Proof 
why did you make it ? And if you kney 


it was ſo, my Lord, why did you thro in 


ſuch an ill looking Adverb as perhaps ? I 
aſſure your Lordſhip this Aſſertion of yours 


is fo groundleſs, that I never ſaw a pleuri- 
tick Patient in other Reſpects healthy; who 


was not as hearty and ſtrong within a Fort- 


night after loſing ſixty or ſeventy Ounces 
of Blood, as he was before the Diſtemper: 
And I appeal to the Experience of all com- 
petent Judges, whether I ſpeak not the 
Truth when I declare, that no bad Eff; 
ever follow from the moſt immoderate bleed 


ing in ſuch Caſes, except ſuch as are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to prevent much worſe? 


1 have had, my Lord, ſuch ample Experi- 
ence of this Matter, that I muſt believe no- 
thing ſo effectual as repeated bleeding to 
prevent immediate Death or a Conſumption, 
the two fatal Accidents that uſually follow 


a Neglect of this approved Remedy. But 


your Lordſhip before you get to the End of 
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this very Paragraph has your Doubts again 
about bleeding and bliſtering, and therefore 
ſupeffs Tar-Water will do the Buſineſs with- 

out either. Does your Lordſhip then at 

Nah; ſuſbect you have made fo important 
a Diſcovery ? And would you have us, my 
Lord, hazard our Patients Lives on no bet- 
ter a Chance than your Lordſhip's Suſpi- 
cions ? I aſk your Lordſhip's Pardon for be- 
hg too haſty ; for in the very next Sentence 
you condeſcend to give us ſomewhat ſtronger 
Proof in telling us you have found it ſuc- 
ceed ; but till you alſo give us a more parti- 
cular Account of theſe Succeſſes, I hope 
your Lordſhip will not be offended if we 
lkewiſe have our Suſpicions. And here 
my Lord, give me leave to aſſure you upon 
the Faith of an honeſt Man, that I am 
firmly perſuaded if this Recommendation of 
your Lordſhip's concerning Tar-Water in 
Peurifies ſhould but for once generally pre- 
ail (and it can prevail but once) it will 
coſt his Majeſty more Lives than any Action 
during the preſent Campaign. And can 
your Lordſhip i imagine that your Deſign to 
ſerve Mankind will Juſtify your unwarrant- 
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284 
the ſame Pretence exquſe the Wickedneg 
of Perſecution ? May not the Inquiſita 
plead the fame good Intention for his Uſe 
of Pitch and. Tar, as your, Lordſhip does for 
yours ? His Deſign. i is even more charitable 
than your Lordſhip's, and his Method of 
ſhewing it ſometimes, not more Fatal, In- 
deed, my Lord, the Effects of a heated 
Imagination, are ſometimes, as pernicious to 
Society, as the blackeſt Suggeſtions of a 
corrupt Heart; and though the Viſmum 

üs not, always criminal towards God, yet 
he may, and often dork become ſo in re- 
ſpect of Mn. 

But to proceed i in my. 8 It 
is no Wonder your Lordſhip preſcribes Tar- 
Water | in one kind of inflammatory Fever, 

you 2 afſure us it is uſeful in \Fevers of 

all Kinds, All Kinds, my Lord? In thoſe 
where the preternatural Heat is. already fy 
intenſe a as not to bear the leaſt Increaſe, as 
well as, in thoſe where there is not Heat 
enough to procure a Criffs ? In thoſe. where 
the Force of the Heart and Arteries is fo 
great as to threaten immediate Deſtruction 
to the vital Functions, as well a as in thoſe 
Where an univerſal banner requires a con- 
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ſtant Stimulus. to concoct and expel the fe- 

brile Matter? To this your Lordſhip will 
readily anſwer, yes, in your grand 
principle, that contrary Dit ſes, may. be.cur- 
ed by the ſame Medicine. This Principle, 
my Lord, ſhall be examined in it's Place; in 
the mean Time give me leave to obſerye that 
your Lordſhip ſeems to have read Sydenham, 
and to acquieſce in his Opinion concerning 
the Cauſe of the Gaut ? Why will you not, 
my Lord, take his Word in a Matter, of 
which he was neceſſarily a much better 
Judge ? This excellent Writer, my Lord, 
who had at leaſt as great Talents for Phy- 
ſck as your Lordſhip, and incomparably 
greater Opportunities of cultivating them, 
has aſſured. us after many Years ſpent in the 
moſt exact Obſervation, That different 
* Seaſons of the Year as well as different 
« Speczes- of Fevers require ſuch a Diffe- 
© rence in the Method of treating them, 
? that what will cure in the Spring. will 
often as certainly kill in the Autumn, 


Be pleaſed, my Lord, tn confider the good 
od Man's own Wards. Huc ſaltem Lad 


[ 30 ] 
obſervationum fide, priædictas morhorum (ſe. 
Epidemicorum) ſpecies, prefertim Febres 
continuas ita toto, quod aiunt, cel differre 
ut qui methodo currente anno &grotos liberave- 
2 eadem ipsâ amd jam vertente & medio tl. 

[ya. Oper. Lug. Bat. Ed. 8vo, 1726, 
: 0 f What then, my Lord, muſt we 
fay of a Medicine which is to be given at 
all Seaſons as well as in all Diſtempers? 
The Writer before quoted, my Lord, is an 
unexceptionable one. He was uncommo 
honeſt and ſagacious, and therefore I will 
venture to recommend his Authority to your 
Lordſhip's maturer Conſideration. The 
fame faithful Perſon tells us in another Place, 
and univerſal Experience confirms the Truth 
of his Obſervation, ©* That ſome Sorts of 
<« Fevers are carried off by Sweats, others 
« by Purging, &c: (p. 226.”) Will Tar- 
Water then, my Lord, act inſtinctively and | 
fweat This Man, and purge That, as their 
ſeveral Fevers require a different ii? 
And if your Lordſhip will not undertake 
to anſwer for it's judicious Exerciſe of this 
Jngular and furprifing Property, may it not 
ir "2a with Nature in her Endeavours o 
procure 
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procute a Cryfis, and whilſt ſhe is promoting 


| it by one Evacuation, may not Tar-W ater 
excite a quite contrary one? I need not tell 
your Lordſhip the Conſequence, I will only 


obſerve how often it is likely to happen, 
and beg of n conſider who * 


ſwerable for it. 
Your Lordſhip ſpeaks | in : another — of 


the Uſefulneſs of Tar-Water in the Fever, 

as if you had renounced your Opinion of 
many Kinds of Fevers ; or, it may be, your 
Lordſhip condeſcended to ſpeak thus in 
Compliance with the Cuſtom of the Vulgar, 
for whoſe Benefit your. Performance, as far 


as Phyſick is concerned in it, ſeems prin- 
cipally deſigned : For they, my Lord, al- 


ways ſpeak of every Fever as one and the 
{me Diſtemper ? If any Fever, but ſuch a 
particular one as the Diſcourſe at any Time 
turns upon, has a right/to this Denomina- 
tion, it is That, my Lord, which ariſes mere- 


ly from an Abuſe, of the Non-naturali, and 


is nothing but the common Effects of an 


accelerated Circulation. If this ſhould hap- 


pen to be the Fever your Lordſhip means to 


ſpeak of, I muſt acquaint you, my Lord, 


that I have ſeen Tar-Mater * ſuch a 
I | one, 


Li J 


gradual Increaſe of the Symptoms in Pro- 
portion to the Quantity of the Water, and 
the Manner of taking them off by ſuch E. 
vacuations as neither ſuited the Conftitation 
af the Patient in his other Fevers, nor the 
Genius of that Fever which reigned when 
he was ſeized with this, left not the leaſt 
Room to doubt of the Cauſe of it. 
But your Lordſhip ſeems to think you 


have clenched the Nail in telling us, * that 


* in the Year 1741 you had twenty five 
Fevers in your own Family cured by this 
* medicinal Water, drank copiouſſy. Let 
us examine the Force of this Evidence, my 
Lord. Does your Lordſhip by this ambi- 
guons Manner of expreſſing yourſelf mean 
theſe Fevers were all of the ſame Sort, or of 
different Sorts ? If the former, all the Proof, 
theſe twenty fe Caſes can amount to, will 
be, chat one Sort of Fever may be cured by 
'Tar-Hater : If the latter, it is amazing that 
your Lordſhip, who knows ſo well how to 
make the moſt of an Argument, ſhould not 
Have put this in it's full Force. Could you 
fear, my Lord, that after having Rretched 


our Faith ſo much before, it would bear 90 
Fs more? 
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more ? Why truly to have deſired we would 
believe twenty five different Sorts of Fevers 
abroad at once would have been giving a 
Proof Charge to any who had been leſs tris 
ed than the Readers of the former Part of 

jour Lordſhipꝰs Siris. Such as can get through 
That, my Lord, with exemplary Faith and 
Patience, your Lordſhip need never after 
doubt of. But whatever was meant by 
theſe twenty five Fevers, I will preſume the 
Caſe to have been what is moſt probable, 
viz. that theſe twenty five had the ſame epi- 
demical Fever, which that Year reigned both 
in England and Ireland, And that we may 
make a more exact Eſtimate of the Virtues 
of Tar-Water in one Sort of Fever, before 
we conclude it to be good in all, I beg 
lere to weigh every Part of this Experi- 
ment, Your Lordſhip tells us af fr/t ſome 
of thoſe Patients had been vomited, and con- 
ſcious that theſe ſome (whatever Number 
they were) ought to be deducted from the 
Number of the Cures, your Lordſhip adds, 
you found afterwards that without vomit- 
* ing, bleeding, bliſtering or any other E- 
* vacuation or Medicine whatſoever, very 
* bad Fevers could be cured by the ſole 
* drinking of Tar-Water milk warm. But 
F what 


| tae) 
what has your Lordſhip's finding afteruuri 
to do with the Experiment of theſe twenty 
five, unleſs their Fever and "theſe very bad 
Fxvers were of the ſame Sort? And if ſa, 
my Lord, we have already ſeen to what 
Degree of Proof all thefe very bad Fru 
can amount to. If your Lordſhip thinks 
fit to ſet up for an Experimenter in Phy. 
ſick, ſurely you cannot think it below your 
Dignity to keep a faithful Regiſter (as al 
Men who ſtudy any Branch of natur 
Knowledge ought to do) of all your Ex. 
periments. Let me aſſure your Lordſhip 
this is the only Way even for a 'Biſbo to 
gain Credit, concerning Facts of this Nature; 
and whether your'Lordſhip's ſacred Off 
will allow you Time enough for a Work, 
that Men dedicated to it alone are ſcarce 
equal to, once more . recommend to your 
Lordſhip's Conſideration. But before I quit 
this Head, I muſt acquaint the Reader, that 
in this epidemical Fever of 1741 wmiting 
was found to be peculiatly ſerviceable; and 
whether this Operation might not cure twen- 
ty out of your Lordſhip's twenty five we 
cannot poſſibly determine till your Lordſhip 
ſhall be pleaſed to tell us plainly the Number 
of thoſe who had been vomited. I now 
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J no come to your Lordſhip's. favourite 
poctrine, that it is not incredillè the ſame 
Medicine ſhould cure contrary: Diſeaſes; a 
Dodrine which though implied in the Pra- 
dice of almoſt every Quack in every Age, 
was yet, my Lord, to the beſt of my Know- 
ledge never before formally ſupported by a 
phyſical Argument. The Honour of this 
Patronage it owes entirely to your Lordſhip, 
who by this freſh Specimen of your Logick 
has again convinced us what a Loſs it is to 
the Church of Rome that you were bred 
a Heretick, What ingenious Arguments 
muſt your Lordſhip's Penetration have diſ- 
covered to prove the Reaſonableneſs of Tran- 
ſuftantiation, The ſame Turn of Mind, my 
Lord, which has engaged you to defend 
Paradoxes in Philoſophy and Phyſick, would 
infllibly have led your Lordſhip into the 
Depth of Theological ones, What Pity then 
i; it that ſuch an able Defender of Hicredi- 
bes ſhould be a Biſhop in partibus Infidelt- 
un? But let us ſee how your Lordſhip ma- 
mages the Defence of your extraordinary 
Doctrine. To ſuppoſe, you fay, that all 
© Diſtempers ariſing from very different, 
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© becured by one and the ſame Medicine 
© muſt ſeem chimerical.” ' Does it only 
ſeem ſo, my Lord? Why then does your 
Lordſhip ſeem to drop ſuch a Suppoſ. 
tion, by adding only, c but it may be with 
ce Truth affirmed that the Virtue of Tyr. 
&* Water extends to a ſurpriſing Pariey of 
ce Caſes very diſtant and unhkke ?” Ts it then 
only in Caſes diſtant and unlike your Lord, 
ſhip means to maintain the Efficacy of your 
Panacea ? Why is your Lordſhip ſo back. 
ward in ſpeaking out ? You might as wel 
have told us at firſt, without ſo much Het 
tation, what you do ſoon after, ſince yoy 
are ſo well prepared to defend it by Ar- 
gument, viz. that it will correct contrary 
* Habits.” Your Lordſhip muſt be ſup- 
poſed to mean that it will ien correct fuch 
Habits ; for nothing can fairly be concluded 
from one accidental Inſtance, Let us take 
it for granted then that your Lordſhip means 
ſo, and ſet aſide the Fact till you produce 
the Proof of it, In the mean time, my 
Lord, I beg leave to examine your Lord 
ſhips Arguments for the Credibility of it, 
The firſt it ſeems is, that middle Qualities 
naturally reduce the extreme,” Amazing 
Subtilty! 
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dubtilty but let us conſider the Senſe of 
+ There are but two Meanings, which 
can poſſibly be aſcribed to this curious Apbo- 
iſm. Your Lordſhip muſt either mean 
that middle Qualities reduce the Extreme in 
ſme Degree, or you muſt mean, my Lord, 
that they have a Power of reducing the Ex- 
treme to a Medium. If you mean the 
former, my Lord, it is true, but not per- 
tinent ; for nothing leſs than the Reduction 
of an Extreme to a Medium can be thought. 
to cure an Extreme: if your Lordſhip 
means the latter, it is pertinent, but not 
true, And this will be clearly ſeen, my 
Lord, in applying the ſuppoſed middle Qua- 
ity of your Lordſhip's Medicine to any 
Extreme whatſoever. For inſtance, let us, 
ſuppoſe it neither hot nor cold, neither in- 
craſſating nor attenuating, and I will grant. 
that it will do no Hurt neither in cold 
Diſorders, nor in ſuch as conſiſt in too great. 
a Thinneſs of the Fluids; becauſe it is nei- 
ther cold, nor attenuating ; but then, my 
Lord, you muſt own that it will likewiſe 
do no Good in either of theſe Caſes, becauſe 
it is neither hot nor incraſſating. But your 

Lord- 
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Lordſhip! s pretty Illuſtration of your Reaſon- 
ing concerning the Credibility of this Faq 
ſhould not be paſſed over. Warm Water, 
4 your Lordſhip ſays for inſtance, mixed 
with hot and cold, will leflen the Heat 
< in That and the Cod in This.“ Will it fo, 
my Lord ? But will your Lordſhip venture 
to fay that ſo ſmall an Abatement of Heat 
or Cold as the middle Quality of Warmth muſt 
be ſuppoſed to make in het or cold Water, is 
enough to reduce either of thoſe Extremes? 
Or can there be any Analogy, my Lord, be- 
tween ſuch an imperceptible Effect, and the 
Reduction or bringing of two Extremes to 
a Medium? Does your Lordſhip think the 
Heat of a violent Fever requires no more A- 
batement than warm Water can be ſuppoſed 
to give to the Heat of hot? It is no Wonder 
indeed, my Lord, that a Man who can at- 
tempt to cool hot Water by warm, ſhould alſo 
think of extinguiſhing the Heat of a Fever 
by warm Medicines. The Projects are 
equally reaſonable, and both of them juſt as 
much ſo, as a Man's Endeavour to put out 
the Fire of a Glaſs-Houſe by that of a Stove. 
Your Lordſhip is too difcerning not to ſee 
| that 
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that uch an Argument as this could have 
no Weight with a Reafoner. What then 
muſt we ſay of your Lordſhip's Attempt to 
impoſe on the Multitude by it? I chuſe, my 
Lord, to be filent. But your Lordſhip is 
determined to remove our Prejudices in Fa- 
vour of common Senſe efeually, and there- 
fore deſires ©* it may be confidered, that as on 
« the one Hand oppeſte Cauſes do ſome- 
« times produce the ſame Effect, for in- 
« ſtance, Heat by Rarefaction, and Cold by 
« Condenfation do both increaſe the Air's 
« Elaſticity : So on the other Hand, the 
* ſame Cauſe ſhall ſometimes produce h- 
* pgſte Effects: Heat, for inſtance, rhins, 
and again Heat coagulates the Blood.” We 
have conſidered it, my Lord, and find that 
as the Compariſon brought to illuſtrate your 
Lordſhip's Fact is founded on falſe Philo- 
ſophy, ſo your Lordſhip's Manner of ſtating 
your Fact contains the ſtrongeſt Marks of 
ſomething worſe. As to the former, my 
Lord, it is fo far from being true that Heat 
increaſes the Air's Elaſticity, that it always 
deſtroys it in ſome Meaſure. It is an Ax- 
tom, my Lord, in natural Philoſophy, that 

cc the 
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© the Elafticity of the Air is as it's Denſity ;" 
and it is amazing ſo great a Philoſopher 2 
your Lordſhip ſhould not know it. Heat, 
my Lord, by rarefying the Air does indeeg 
Cauſe a momentary Preſſure of ſuch Bodies 
as are in and near the Air fo rarefied; but 
ſuch Preſſure is of a very different Kind 
from that produced by the Elafticity of the 
fame Fluid condenſed. The not attending 
to the Difference between theſe two Kinds 
of Preſſure ſeems to have been the Reaſon 
of your Lordſhip's confounding the Effectz 
of Rarefaction and Condenſation. To give 
then your Lordſhip's Compariſon it's ut- 
moſt Force, we ſhould put it thus, © As 
« the  oppofite Cauſes, Rarefaction and Cm 
9 denſati on, do ſometimes produce the 
te (ame Effect, viz. Preſſure of a different 
5 kind; ſo the ſame Cauſe, in a different 
Degree, ſhall ſometimes produce oppoſite 
te Effects: Heat for inſtance &c.” And 
then, my Lord, how far ſuch a Way of 
Reaſoning will ſerve to illuſtrate the con- 
trary Properties of -Tar-Water will be 
diſcernible by moſt common Readers. But 
_ , my Lord, this Was an univerſal 
Axiom 


[a]. 
Axiom (which is, I think, more than even 
your Lordſhip maintains) „ that 
Cauſes produce the ſame Effect, 5 your 
Lordſhip' J Application of i it might indeed 
poſſibly be thou ght to contain a Pretty 
 Antithefie, but no Body ſurely except your 
Lordſhip would ever expect it could do 
any Thing towards proving that the ſame 
* cg may produce oppoſite Effects. But 
it is Time to examine the F act your Lord- 
ſhip depends upon to prove your Point. 
Heat, you ſay, my Lord, both hint and 
ö chag ulates the Blood. Your Lordſhip muſt 
mean the | ſame Degree of Heat; for die 
ferent Degrees of it cannot be ſaid to be 
the ſame Cauſe : And if fo, my Lord, you 
not only contradict Philoſophy but all come 
mon Experience. Your Lordſhi ip's Cook and 
Bene will tell you that the ſame Degrees 
of Heat will not make different Degrees of 
Conſiſtence in the ſame Kind of Sauce and 
Liquor. Why then ſhould the ſame Degrees 
of Heat produce different Effects on Human 
Blood? Your Lordſhip could not but know ſd 
notorious a Fact to be as Irepreſent it; andiffo, 
my ney how ſhall I reconcile your affecting 
G to 
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: todiſbelieve it for the Sake of a Favourits y. 
pothefis to your Lordſhip s general Character: 
When I firſt hegan to examine this &. 
phiftry of your Lordſhip's concerning the 
Poſſibility of curing contrary Diſeaſes by the 
ſame Medicine, I had not ſeen a Book late. 
ly publiſhed, wherein your Loxdſhip's Di. 
ciples may poſſibly imagine the ſame Para- 
Ahr is explained and defended by a Philo- 
ſopher of the firſt Claſs, The Perſon I 
mean is the celebrated Mr. Boyle, who in a 
Letter to Dr. $:ubbes concerning the Doctors 
Account of one of the Wonder-Workers of 
the laſt Age, who came likewiſe from Fe- 
Land, accounts for the ſuppoſed extenſive 
Efficacy of one and the ſame Medicine in a 
Manner that may ſuggeſt ſome uſeful Re- 
flection. The whole Paſſage is worth tran- 
Cribing and conſidering. Thoſe Phyſi- 
 cians and learned Men, who think eve- 
*. xy Diſeaſe muſt be overcome by diſtinct 
and appropriated Remedies, that are con- 
& trary to the particular Diſeaſe upon theAc- 
count of ſome known Quality, as that 
A Fever being a Diſeaſe hot and dry muſt 
2 1 by Remedies cold and moiſt, 
* will 


£ # War 
« will perhaps think it incredible, that the 
Application of one Thing ſhould: Work 
« ſo many differing Effects and cure ſo ma- 
(6 ny Diſtempers. But though I think it 
be js range and extraordinary, yet I dare 
not ſay it is impoſſible to mere Nature, 
« This would be ſufficiently manifeſted, 
« if the Relations that Helmont-makes of 
à the various and fudden Cures he ſaw 
performed by Butler's Drif, either touch- 
* ed with the Tip of the Tongue, or by 
« outward Application, were proper to be 
« urged on this: Occaſion. But without 
« having Recourſe to them, the-Strangeneſs 
« may be leſſened, if we conſider theſe 
© not always ſo differing in their Nature 
% and Eſſence as they are commonly thought, 
but the ſame morbifick Matter for E 
* ſence may produce very - differing Symp= 
* toms, which may be taken for ſeveral 
Diſeaſes according to the Condition of 
the Parts, that it reſides in, or works 
* upon, (in all or moſt of which it may 
* be ſubdued by the ſame Remedies, which 
e may deſtroy it's Texture, giving it a 
* more innocent one, or may proſcribe it) 
G 2 * as 
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be. as we ſer in ſome NMietaſteſes of the mor. 
8 bifick Matter, which according as it ſuc. 
« ceſhively, affects differing Parts has the 
h Appearance of ſeveral Diſeaſes, as in ſome 
e of\ the Inſtances you givr and in hyſteri- 


cal Fits, which ſometimes counterfeit al- 


« moſt all. Niſcaſes, and 3n ather Examples 
2 which I have elſewhere taken Notice of 


% The other, that forme Remedies are of 


that noble Nature that their Efficacy 

reaches to Diſeaſes that ſeem of contrary 
« „ Kinds, as may be ſeen in the Operations 
10 of the Spa Waters, and thoſe which 1 
„ have in ſome lucky Scaſons obſerved at 
. ur on Wells near Tunbridge ; and we 
« ſee how many differing Diſeaſes are cur- 
« ed by an excellent Air, which keeps me 
«6; from wondering at the Sentence of 1 
60 porcrates, y fueανidbe, Fus opoy 671 in 
& Harper vu Hαοιο , Now my Lord, in 
this remarkable Paſſage here is as as good 


2 Defence of the Power of -Tar-Water in 


Caſes diſtant and unlike as can poſſibly be 
invented, and if your Lordſhip is not de- 
1 to ſtand by an univerſal Remeiy 


i. Life e . Boyle publibed by Mr. 7 Birch 
4 Lend. dr 166. 
2 a 1 ** 
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But it will ſerve no further than to vindicate 
the Poſſibility of one Medicine's being fer- 
viceable in Caſes unliſe; for that of conti 
ones ſo ſhocked this great Philoſopher, that, 
your Lordſhip may obſerve; . he. eſtabliſhes 
2 Poſſibility of a Medicine's Power in Ca- 
ſes unlike on the Ruins of your Lordſhip's 
Tenet concerning contrary ones. He is ſo 
far from concluding a Medicine to be effica> 
cious in contrary. Caſes, from it's Efficacy in 
ſuch as ſeem contrary, that he very reaſonably 
argues from the Suppoſition of it's Efficacy in 
ſuch Caſes that they only ſeem contrary, but 
cannot. be ſo. It is obſervable, that though 
Mr. Boyle was a great Adept in Cbemiſtry him 
ſelf, yet he was too well aware of the Mad- 
neſs of the Spagyrz/ts to rely on Helmont's Te- 
ſtimony even concerning a mere Tac. He has 
invented no trifling Soph:/ms to prove an ab- 
ſurd Poſition: He has only ſuggeſted a ratio. 
nal Way of accounting for a poſſible extraor- 
dinary Fact v. That one Thing Ar 1 
Mr. Boyle's. Circumſpection with Nepned to Facts in 
his Phils/ophical Reſearches was ſo univerſally known, that 
a very pleaſant Story has been formed upon it, which bears 


alittle hard upon the reſi of the firſt Members of the R. 8. 
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many differing Effects he owns to be ftranyy 
and extraordinary; and ſuppoſing the Faq 
to be true, which he does not aſſert, he gives 
a probable Solution of the Difficulty wth 
his uſual Modeſty and Circumſpection, viz. 
that Diſeaſes are not always ſo differing in 
their Nature and Eſſence as they are com- 
monly thought to be. But though ſome Dif- 
eaſes ſeemingly different may agree in their 
Nature and Eſſence, yet all cannot be ſup- 
poſed to do ſo; and even many of theſe 


The Story is this. The merry Monarch, who founded this 
Society, having a Mind to try how judiciouſly they would 
ſet out in their firſt Enquiries, ſent them this curious Problem, 
intimating his Royal Pleaſure to have a Solution of it, vhy, if 
4 Fiſh be put into a Veſſel quite full of Water, the Water will 


not run over the Top of the Veſſel? The Story ſays, Mr. Boyle 


Happened to be abſent when the Problem was brought, and 
that the reſt of the Society then preſent, partly in Obedience 
to the Will of their Royal Founder, and partly out of Zeal to 
ſhew their Ph:lo/ophical Talents, immediately ſet their Heads 
on Work to find out a fit Solution of ſo extraordinary a Dif- 
ficulty ; and many no leſs learned than ingenious were quick- 
ly invented. During the Height of this commendable Zeal, 
in comes Mr. B. who having aſked the Reaſon of their unu- 
ſual Fervour, and'being told it, with a Smile, that expreſſed 
his ſuperior Penetration, deſired them firſt to enquire into 
the Truth of the Tad; which as ſoon as they had done, [ 


need not tell the Reader what became. of all their Phi- 
loſophical Galinatia. 


Diſtempers, 
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Diſtempers, which may be ſuppoſed origi 
nally to agree in their Nature and Eſſence, 
may by affecting different Parts, and by a 
different manner of acting not only upon dif- 
ferent Bodies, but even upon the ſame, very 
poſſibly create ſuch different Symptoms as 
may conſtitute a different Diſeaſe and require 
4 different Method of Cure. Thus for in- 
ſtance, my Lord, if the ſame Humour may 
by a different Mode of acting be thought 
ſometimes to create a Fever, and ſometimes 


a Dropſy, though a Medicine could be found 


out which would alter the morbifick Quali- 
ty of this Humour before it had produced ei- 
ther of theſe ſpecifick Diſtempers, yet the 
different Effects of it in theſe two Diſtem- 


pers being now become two different Diſtem- 


pers themſelves, would certainly not be cur- 
ed by ſuch a Medicine, but would require 
ſome different Means to ſubdue them. The 
fame cooling Medicine which would be ne- 
ceſſary to abate the Heat of the Fever could 
never be warm enough for the Coldneſs of 
the Droply. Hence, my Lord, it appears 
that Mr. Boyle's way of accounting for the 
Cure of ſuch Diſtempers as ſeem contrary by 
the ſame Medicine is abſolutely deſtructive 

of 
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ef your Lordſhip's grand nm ck andif af 
theſe pretended Cures of 4; 
by one and the ſame —— were well exz. 
amined, I believe we ſhould not have occafion 
w recur io Mr. Boyk's Hypotheſis to account 
for many of them. Hence, my Lord, it ap- 
pears that your Reafoning about this chime. 
ical Doctrine not only ſeems but is chimeri. 
cal. It is of the ſame Kind as That em- 
ployed by ſome wrong- headed - Doors a. 
mong the Ancients *, and revived by others 
no leſs fo among the Moderns F, to prove 
the Doſes of purging Medicines ought to be 


determined by mathematical Rules, ſome: 


times as the Size into the Conſtitution, and at 
others as' the Size into : enen 
M 

I have now, my Lord; examined the two 
chief Points, which ſeemed to threaten the 
greateſt Danger to his Majeſty's Subjects. 
There are yet ſome other Particulars in your 
Lordſhip's Work, that deſerve the Notice 
of the Publick, which I br leave to o ſpend 


„ Aliindem iter atabuls 1. Medicer 4 
dofibus, Edit. Lugd. 8yo. 1 . 

+ Philoſoph. Tranſa#. an. 170 f. No. 293. and _ 
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a Page or two more upon. And firſt, my 
Lord, I would obſerve that your L 
is guilty of a very great Abuſe of Language 
in your unwarrantable Application of medi- 
cal Terms, Your Lordſhip has uſed them 
in ſo arbitrary a Manner, that I think my. 
ſelf obliged to aſſert their Right to a pro- 
ciſe Meaning, Tou tell us, my Lord, in 
different Places of your Work that Tar-Wa- 
ter is Cardiac, Stomachic,, Diuretic, Diepho- 
ntie, Anti-byſteric, Nepbritic, Balſamic, E- 
gent, and almoſt every Thing elſe that ei- 
ther ancient or modern. Pharmacy has ever 
invented a Name for. Indeed! my Lord, 
No young Apothecary ever. talked more 
learnedly; but let us ſee how ſenſibly. Your 
Lordſhip is too great a Philoſopher not 
to know that Words without diſtin& Ideas 
affixed to them convey no Knowledge; but 
you ſeem not yet to be Phyſician enough to 
underſtand that every one of the hard Names 

your Lordſhip abuſes was at firſt. impaſed 
on particular Medicines to expreſs That O- 
peration and That -only, which they. gene- 
nally produced. Now if your Lordſhip 
means to write intelligibly, you muſt _ 
2 H chat 
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chat you ought either to uſe Words in thei 
known Senſe, or to explain That you ar 
'pleaſed to put upon That you have 
not explained theſe es differently from 


their known'Senſe will appear to every one 


Who reads your Lordſhip's Book; and tiat 


they cannot be underſtood, according to your 
Lordſhip's Application of them, in ther 
known Senſe I will now ſhew. That theſt 
Names were firſt given to different! Medi. 
eines to denote their general immediate Ef. 
Fe& on the Body, and that they are.till.uf- 
ed to ſignify the ſame; your Lordſhip wil 
ſcarce deny. I would then aſk whether 
your Lordſhip. means that Tar-Mater gere- 


rally produces all the Effects which the 


Words Cardiac, Stomachic, Diuretic, Diaphn- 
retic, &c. are deſigned to expreſs? or whether 


you only mn n that it generally produces ſome 


of them ? In either Caſe your Lordſhip ot- 
fends againſt the known Senſe of the Words, 
which requires us to mean by each Term, 
that the Efe#, which it expreſſes, is produc- 
ed incomparably ofter than any other by the 
Medicine it is affixed to. It is not the acciden- 
tal but the general, almoſt univerſal, Effet 
of a Medieine which each of theſe Words i 


LI 


xfoned to fignify, but by your Lordſhip's 


8 rendered im poſſible. Accordi ing to That, | 


2 a Diaphoreti c, and even Lauda- 
um, an Emetic: For ſuch Effects I have 


theſe Medicines. But whatever your Lord- 
ſhip means by thus confounding all Mean- 


aſtoniſhed at your oracular Way of expreſſ· 
ing the Effects of warm Vater. Warm 


« Water, my Lord, you ſay is of itſelf a 


which will open Obſtructions by puſhing 


the Veſſels obſtructed? This, my Lord, is 
what every Body elſe means by the word 


ſerie Obſtructions, and therein act conſequen- 


H 2 8 call 


Manner of uſing them all Uſefulneſs of them 


my Lord, Alum may be called a Catbartic, 
known more than once to proceed from 


ing in medical Terms, one cannot but be 


« Deob/truent.”” What do you mean, my 
Lord, by a Deobſtruent? Do you mean That 


on the obſtructing” Matter quite through 


Deobftruent : And will warm Water do this, 
my Lord? then it muſt certainly be adviſable 
in Leucophlegmatic and Dropfical Caſes. And 
will your Lordſhip: ſay this? I do not deny 
that warm Water may by relaxing the Ri- 
gidity of the Fibres contribute to remove 


* as a Deobftruent ; but I may as well 


1 
| 
| 
: 
' * 
: 
: 
. 
| 
: 
1 


181 
call che Tar on your Lordſhip's Coach 
Wheel an Antiphlogifizc, becauſe it prevent 
the firing of your Axle- Tree, as warm Wa. 
ter a Deobſirnent, becauſe, in Conſequence 
of it's Aſſiſtance, ſome Obſtructions are 6. 
pened. If the Power of Medicines, my 
Lord, may be denominated according to 
their conſequential and not immediate Effect, 
then Cathartics, Emetics, Diuretics, and Dia- 
pboretias may be all called Deohftruent ; but 
what would ſuch a Latitude in the Uſe of 
Technical Terms do, but-confound the Senſe 

and annul the Uſe of all Terms whatſoever? 
Before I quit this Head, I ought to acquaint 
your Lordſhip I have found your univerſal 
Medicine to have an Effect on moſt People, 
which we Doctors have not a technical Term 
for; I mean that of making. them Sicł, which 
leave to e er MP W It's 
JO Virtue, 

- Your Lordſhip tells us © it is the general 
Opinion that all Acids coagulate the Blood. 
Nothing ſurely but your Fondneſs for an 
_ Hypothefis could have betrayed a Perſon of 
your Lordſhip's Diſcernment- into ſo crude 
and indigeſted a Propoſition. To predicate 
the ſame preciſe Action of a Genus, in which 
W x many 
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many Species of different Degrees are incu 


ed, and however different the Objects may 
be, to which theſe ſeveral Species may be 
applied, is ſurely no good Logick in natural 
Philoſophy. But your Lordſhip fays * i is 
the general Opinion Pray whoſe gene- 
ra] Opinion is it, my Lord ? Not ours, 1 


hope. The Queſtion, my Lord, is not whe - 


ther any Degree or Quantity of Acids will 
coagulate the Blood ; but whether ſuch A. 
cids,,as are commonly taken, and in ſuch 
Doſes as are uſually given, generally produce 
That Effect? We are ſo far from thinking 
Acids do-this, that we often give them 
to check the Blood's Diſpoſition to Cb 
agulation, viz. in ſeveral Species of Fevers. 


The two moſt remarkable Properties of A. 


eic, my Lord, are their cooling and reſiſting 
Putrefaction. Theſe make them very bene- 
ficial in two very different kinds of Fevers, 
where the Blood is in two contrary Ex- 
tremes ; in the Hfammatory and the Putrid. 
In the drm by their cooling Property they 
reſtrain That Impetus in the Circulation, 
which tends to coagulate the Blood; and in 
or latter they deſtroy the Putrefattion, 

which 
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which has quite fuſed and broke its Tex, 
ture : and by theſe Means they contribute 
greatly to reſtore it from two Extremes to 
it's natural Degree of F luidity. Vour Lord- 
ſhip ſees I have helped you to a better An- 
Fer, conſiſtent with your own Princi- 
ples, to the Objection you ſeem to be 
afraid of, that 7. ar-Mater, as it is an 
Acid, might be ſuſpected to coagulate the 
Blood ; for your Lordſhip is ſo hard put 
to it for one, that you are forced to ſhel- 
ter Tar-Water under Boerhaave's Excep- 
tion of Vinegar, which, you fay, he main- 
tains to be the only Acid which does nat co- 
agulate the Blood, I wiſh your Lordſhip 
had been fo fair as to tell us where Barr. 
baave ſays Vinegar is the only Acid which 
does not coagulate the Blood, Has he ex- 
preſly faid ſo, my Lord Nor does your Lord- 
ſhip colle& ſuch an Opinion from theſe g 
neral Words of his, * Acetum di fert tats 
Naturd ab Aecidis quibuſcunque notis? r 
from theſe, my Lord, attenuandi quogue 
Pirtutem; Pace aliter fenti entium, Aceti Vir. 
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rutibus accenſeo? Your Concluſion would 
have been juſt, had your Lordſhip ſhewn 
that Boerhaave had ever ſaid all other Acids 
coagulate the Blood, But you have only 
told us, my Lord, that this was the genr- 
ra] Opinion; and therefore unleſs you can 
prove the general Opinion of this Matter and 
Boerhaave's to be the ſame, your Premiſſes 
will be made up of ſuch diſſimilar Mate- 
rials as can never ſupport your Concliſßoi. 
But pray, my Lord, what ſenſible Likeneſs 
is there between Tar-Water and Vinegar Þ 
Suppoſe They are both Acids, is not one 
inoomparably ſtronger than the other? Yes 
you will ſay, and that you conclude 4 for- 
tir, that if a Medicine ſo much more a- 
cid than Tar-Tuter does not coagulate the 
Blood an Acid infinitely weaker cannot. But 
your Lordfhip will then forget that accord- 
ing to your Repreſentation of Boerbaove's 
Opinion this Power of coagulating does not at 
all depend on the Degree of Acidity bat 
on the Speciet, and ſo your Argument would 
not conkiſt with yout Hypur bes. But what 
Proof can your Lordſhip give us that Tar- 
Vater is Acid af all? Vou cannot fay, my 
Land, it is ſenfibh ſo; and ill your wy 
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ſhip ſhall be pleaſed to give us the Hiſtory 
of the Experiments you have made to proye 
it ſo, you muſt excuſe us for conſidering 
| your Opinion of its Acidity as a mere gra- 
tis Didtum. But your Lordſhip ſeems in- 
clined to believe all Kinds of Salts to be a- 
cid. This indeed, my Lord, would be 
making as great a Revolution in Chemiſtry, 
as you attempt to do in Phyſick; but till 
your Lordſhip can muſter, up Forces ſuffi- 
cient to accompliſh theſe Rovolutions, the 
two allied Sciences will aſſert 2 enjoy Ge 

natural Liberty, | 
- - But let us leave the Aridity of Ti ar Hier 
to be aſtoniſhed with it's more extraordina- 
ry Qualities. Your Lordſhip tells us it 
is an Apophthegm of the Chemiſts derived 
1 from Helmont, that whoever can / make 
« Myrrb ſoluble by the human Body has 
. * theSecret of prolonging his Days.” Excel- 
lent, irreſiſtible Authority! Your Lordſhip 
would not have acted more extravagant- 
ly, had you quoted a Writer from evety 
Cell in Bedlam for his Opinion of the Practi- 
cability of the Art of Flying or the Paymeit 
of the national Debt. And to countenance 
- the Vagaries of this mad Tribe, _— 
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into their Party. Boerhaave, your Lordſhip 
ſays,, OWNS there ſeems to be Truth in 
fom its reſiſting Putrefaction. The Paf. 
lee, your Lordthip alludes to, is worth 
conſidering. It is this; Helmontius certd 
ſeripſerat, Myrrham, i aditum parare fibt 
haft, ad intima Vitalium Adyta, quam pluri- 
muy valere ad vitam longam quatenus hac ſpe- 
rari poteſt ab incorruptibilitate Vitalis Balſa 
mi. Vid. Boerhaav. Chem. 2. Vol. Proceſſ. 57; 
Now I apprehend your Lordſhip has not been 
exact enough in your Explication of this Paſ- 
fage; for it appears from hence, that in Or- 
der to make Myrrb ſuch a Prolonger of Days, 
it muſt not only be ſoluble by the Body, but it 
muſt likewiſe penetrate to the moſt ſecret Re- 
ceſſes of the uta Spirit, to the Palace of the 
Archeus ; who, your Lordſhip muſt know, 
was a little Spirit, a Kind of Fairy-King, to 
whom Helmont had committed the Govern- 
ment of the Region of the Vitali. Your Lord- 
ſhip's Tar-Iater would have proved ſuch 
an immortalizing Diet to the Archeus, that 
bad Helmont been happy enough to have 
known 1 it, he would certainly have farſook 
: I 


hip is willing tb draw a very ſther Cleft 
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all his Chemical reaſures, and thought Tar. 
Water the true Tinffura Archealts, But pray, 
my Lord, _ where, does Boer baaue own the 
Truth of this wonderful Power of Myrrh? 1 
his mere telling us Helmont' 8 Nonſenſe an 
Approbation of it? Or does your Lordſhip 
imagine his Approbation contained in theſe 
Words quatenus hec ſperart poteſt ab i mmcorrup- 
tibilitate Vitalis Balſami ?, Vour Lor ip 
will ſcarce ſay the former; and as to the 
ter, my Lord, this grave Sentence 1 18 no 0. 
ther than an Explanation in Helmont's own 
Cant how far his Doctrine extended, viz, 
as far as Man was capable of Ticorruption: 
For even Helmont did not pretend to go fur- 
ther. But your Lordſhip has made a Mi- 
ſtake in Chemiſtry, as well as in your Judg- 
ment of Chemiſts ; for there are other Means, 
my Lord, of diſſolving Myrrh beſides That 
by Alcohol, and ſuch as will extract more 
than the inflammable Parts; ſo that if a Solu- 
tion of the acid Salt of Myrrh can prolong 
Life, your Lordſhip needed not to have de- 
parted from your ſacred Function one Mo- 


ment to intoxicate the World with your 
| Tar-Water,. 
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But as fond as you are, my Lord, of 
the Madneſs of the Chemiſts when you think 
it will ſerve your Turn, there is one princi- 
ple your Lordſhip eſpouſes, which ſeems le- 
velled at Them, and quite ſuperſedes all the 
Labour of theſe Philofophers by Fire. Yout 
Lordſhip ſays, the Folly of Man rateth 
Things by their Scarceneſs, but Provi- 
« dence hath made the moſt uſeful Things 
« the moſt common.” This Propoſition, 
my Lord, however calculated to perſuade 
he Multitude, will be thought by all fo- 
ber Reaſoners to prove too much; for if 
your Lordſhip means (as you muſt, if you 
apply it to Tar-Water) by Providence's 
making the moſt uſeful Things the moſt 
common, that the moſt common Things 
are the moſt uſeful in Medicine, it will 
prove mere Water to be more medicinal 
than Tar-Water. Your Lordſhip's Brother, 
the Reverend Dr. Hancock, was aware of 


the Uſefulneſs of ſuch a Principle to his 


Scheme, and therefore when he undertook 
to make the World as mad about col Wa- 
ter, as your Lordſhip has done about Tar- 
Vater, he urged it to the Underſtandings 
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of the Multitude with much greater Ad- 
vantage than your Lordſhip. But as good 
as this Argument has been thought by your 
Lordſhip and the Reverend Doctor beforemen- 
tioned, I would beg leave to aſk whether it 
would not alſo prove that there are wonderful 
medicinal Properties in a S—r Re? 
But it is Time to ſee what your Lordſhip 
thinks of your own Arguments; which you 
are ſo kind as to tell us in the Concluſion of 
the medical Part of your Chain, © You are 
« ſenſible, you ſay, that on ſuch Subject 
% Arguments fall ſhort of Evidence, and that 
« your 07: fall ſhort. of what they might 
% have been, if you enjoyed better Health, 
or thoſe Opportunites of a learned Com- 
«© merce, from which you are cut off in a re- 
© mote Corner.” Now when your Lord- 
ſhip fays © Arguments on ſuch Subjects fall 
e ſhort of Evidence,” you muſt either mean, 
my Lord, ſuch Evidence. as the Suhject i 
not capable of, or ſuch as it is: But your 
Lordſhip cannot without the greateſt Abſur- 
dity mean the former; for who ever expects 
ſuch Evidence from an Arguer ? Your Lord- 
ſhip muſt then mean the latter; and if ſo, 

* 


4 ed 
my Lord, whoſe Fault is that, but the Ar- 
guer's? I do not think your Lordſhip's Want 
of Health, or the Opportunities of a learned 
Commerce any Excuſe for the Defect of your 
Evidence ; for why did your Lordſhip write 
in ſuch diſtreſſed Circumſtances ? Did the 
Good of Mankind oblige your Lordſhip to 
preach medical Truths to them without ſuf- 
ficient Evidence ? or were you, my Lord, ſo 
very diſintereſted that you would have Tar- 
Water cure every Body elſe before your 

Lordſhip ? 

But your Lovdthip < nevertheleſs goes on 
* as you have begun and proceeds by Rea- 
« ſon, by Conjefture, and by Authority to 
* caſt the beſt Light you can on the obſcure 
Paths that lye in your Way, As theſe ob- 
ſcure Paths lye out of the Way of Phyſick 1 
ſhall here drop your Lordſhip's Philgſophical 
Chain, having already ſhewn, that as far as 
it concerns Phyſich, your Lordſhip's Reaſon 
is extravagant, your Conjecture chimerical, 
and your Authority inſufficient, Reaſon and 
Authority are indeed, my Lord, two Sources 
from whence all Evidence ought to be deriv- 
ed on every Subject. But a good Reaſoner, 
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my Lord, will make uſe of no bad Author. 
ty; and a conſiſtent one will ſtick to ſuch 
as he has once eſpouſed. The former will 
never prefer the Ravings of a mad Chemiſt 
to the ſober Opinion of an honeſt Experi- 
menter ; and the latter, if he appeals to the 
Autbority of any Writer when it makes for 
him, will never reje& the ſame when it makes 
againſt him. How far your Lordſhip has ad 


leave to the Judgment of your Readers; for 
I mean now, my Lord, only to apologize 


for the Freedom of this Addreſs, and then 
leave it to your Lordſhip's Conſideration. 


There may poſſibly, my Lord, be two Things 


in it, which ſeem to require ſome Apology, 
The firſt is, that I have been fo free in my 
Expoſtulation with a Perſon of your Lord- 


ſhip's ſuperior Rank and Character: And of 


any Indecency in this particular I flatter my- 
{elf your Lordſhip will readily acquit me, 
when you conſider, that in putting yourſelf 
on my Level in the Character of a Preſcriber, 
you have fairly diveſted yourſelf of all That 
Superiority, which was otherwiſe annexed 
to your high Station. I dare alſo appeal to 

your 
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* Lordlbigs good Nature in the. och * 
Gage, which may poſlibly be 'broug ht i | 


1973 - 


gainſt me, 72, that; though I KEY el 

ſelf ſerious in this Addreſs, yet I haye ſome⸗ 
times deviated Into the common Road of T. | 
romp. It is true indeed, my Lord, that X 
have not N48 been able to preſerve that 


and then elde to ſome ſudden, irreſiſtible | 
Temptations to Mirth and Banter. In my 

Juſtification on t this Score, I can only fav - 
Thope your Lordſhip will not pronounce. me 
inconſiſtent for a ſudden ſtart or two, if I have 
for the moſt Part, and eſpecially, when the 
Weight of the Argument required it, been 
quite ſerious ; .. For your Lordſhip cannot but | 
know that certain Accidents, may happen e- 
yen on the moſt ſolemn and intereſting Oc- 
cafions, which may ſeduce, even a Biſhop to 
laugh without any Reproach to his Charac- 
teriſtick Gravity. But if I ſhould have been 
ſo unfortunate in theſe few Pages as to have 
given any Offence. on this Account either to 
your Lordſhip, or. any of your F riends, I 
will endeavour to deſerve your Pardon by 
ng the Remainder of my Paper very 
10 15 ſeriouſſy: 
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| Gray! a oor Lords bach thoug ght 
ft to uſurp owr Province, I flatter myſelf vou \ 


vows be offended, be once f hol | 
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Enthufiaſm in the Compoſition of human Nas 
are; which Operates variouſly on variony 
When it falls upon Phyfeck it de- 

ſtroys ay Individuals; when it creeps into 
evi / Policy, it embroils Kingdoms; and 
when it ſeizes on Religion, it overturns the 
very Foundations of ciurl Society, We have 
often ſeen, my Lord, and cannot but dread 
the fatal Effects of this Enthyfaſm on the 
two latter ; but as it operates only gradually 
and often ſecretly on the former Object, the 
Miſchief of it does not ſo eaſily ſtrike the 
common Obſerver. I beg your Lordſhip 
will take my Word at preſent when I aſſure 
you that this enthufiaſtick Spirit has equally 
prevailed in our Science, as in the World at 


large; till my Leiſure ſhall allow me to ſew 


that in every Age of Phyſick this Hydra of 
Entbufiaſm has reared a new Head; which, 
like That of Meduſa, has turned the gazing 
Multitade to Stone, that is, (to ſpeak withs * 
out 
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epeciall jr of it's later Operationl an Phyſics - 
what Jam now meditating, as the ſureſt 
reſervative . (if. ſuch a Preſervative there 
jp ge it: For ſurely, my Lord, 

it ſhall. be evident, that this Me- 
wh 13 has ſeized: an a new Ob- 
ject ofter than every Climactericł, and that 
it has as often vaniſhed like the Delirium of 
a Fever, it, Will put That Reaſon, which 
God has given us as a Guard againſt theſe 
Monſters of the Brain, upon it's Defence of 
it, What Pity then, my Lord, that an Un- 
drſtanding like your Lordſhip' $ ſhould be a 
Prey to This Enthufiaſm ! That ſuch Bene- 
yolence ſhould be ſo miſapplied | that thoſe 
fine Talents, which are able to adorn the 
Cuſe of Virtue and Religion, ſhould be di- 
Error and Quackery ! Pardon me therefore 


ill take the Liberty to adviſe yout Lordſhip 
to reſume the ſober Contemplation of ſuch 
intereſting Truths as become your ſacred Cha- 
rafter; and to reſign the low Office of che- 
ihing the Credulity of the Mfultitude, into 
n Your h * unwarily deviated, 
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